Key Stages:
Key Stage 1&2: Fresh water life, fresh water invertebrates, woodlands, minibeasts, birds and nature games.

Key Stage 3&4: Lough Neagh ecosystems, habitats of Lough Neagh and Oxford
Island, sampling techniques e.g. vegetation surveys, birds and map reading.

PROGRAMMES AVAILABLE:

WOODLANDS: Key Stages: 1&2

Available throughout the year with plenty to see and do in every season:

· Woodland habitats

· History of native woodland and the uses of trees

· Tree types (deciduous/conifer, native/ non-native)

· Tree identification

· Simple measuring techniques for trees

· Woodland games, crafts and sensory activities

AUTUMN/ WINTER (September- February)

· Seed dispersal, nuts and berries

· Looking at leaves

· Bark and buds

· Woodland nutrient cycle/ fungi

SPRING/ SUMMER (March- June)

· Plants of the woodland floor/ spring flowers

· Signs of spring in the woodland

BIRDS: Key Stages: 1&2

· Identification and observation of birds in their natural habitat

· Migration – our summer and winter visitors

· Adaptation

· Feeding and behaviour

AUTUMN /WINTER (September- February)

· Winter migrants

· How to care for birds in winter

SPRING/ SUMMER (March- June)

· Summer migrants

· Bird song

· Nesting birds

· Summer plumage

· Birds and their young (June)

MINIBEASTS: Key Stages: 1&2

AUTUMN: (September & October)

· Safari in the woodland for terrestrial minibeasts

· Identification, classification and recording of different species of minibeasts

· Predator / prey relationships and food chains

· Life cycles

· The Lough Neagh fly and its life cycle

· The importance of minibeasts as nature’s recyclers

SPRING / SUMMER (March - June)

· As above

FRESHWATER LIFE: Key Stages1&2

SPRING/ SUMMER (March-June)

· The importance of freshwater to animals and people

· Freshwater invertebrates – identification, life cycles and adoption to life in water

· Breathing, moving and feeding

· Fish

· Pollution

*A study of freshwater life involves a pond dipping session in one of our wildlife ponds.

GRASSLANDS: Key Stages: 1&2

SUMMER (May and June)

· Butterflies – their life cycles, identification and habitat needs

· Meadow flowers – identification, parts of a flower, life cycles and folklore

OTHER ACTIVITIES: Key Stages: 1&2

· Nature awareness games are very popular with younger children. The games are fun but also educational reinforcing some of the topics covered during the visit.

· The use of plans and photographs introduces children to simple map reading skills and fits in well with the geography curriculum.
LOUGH NEAGH ECOSYSTEMS: Key Stages 3&4

· Water sampling 

· Pond habitats – freshwater food webs, freshwater ecosystems and pollution

HABITATS OF LOUGH NEAGH AND OXFORD ISLAND: Key Stages 3&4

· Woodlands

· Grasslands

· Freshwater

· Mans influence on the ecosystem of Lough Neagh

SAMPLING TECHNIQUES: Key Stages 3&4

· Vegetation surveys – reed beds, primary and secondary succession and human interference

· Birds – migration, identification, adaptation and behaviour

· Sampling invertebrates using pitfall traps plus other pieces of equipment
