OUTREACH PROGRAMMES
For a winter alternative and to compliment our onsite education work we also offer an extensive outreach programme for schools on topics including woodland habitats and pollution and recycling. Outreach visits can be followed up in the spring and summer with a visit to Oxford Island.

Available October to March

· Trees/ Woodlands – tree identification, comparing native and non-native, parts of a tree and their functions. Can also be tied in with tree planting in the school grounds.

· Hedgerows – History of hedgerows, the reason for their loss and why they are important to the countryside.

· Garden Birds – Identification from appearance and song and advice on how to help birds.

· Minibeasts – Different types of minibeasts and their importance to our world.

· Wildflowers and Butterflies – Lifecycles, parts of a flower, flowers as food for insects and butterflies and colour observation.

· Mammals – Adaptation, habitats, predator/prey relationships, tracks and signs, endangered and extinct species, history of mammals in Ireland, hibernation and winter survival.

· Wildlife, Habitats and Biodiversity – Habitat threats, loss of wildlife and how to encourage their return. Ecosystems and how all living things are interconnected and interdependent.

· Save our Bogs – Peatland formation, their importance to plants and animals and the history of the uses of peat. The threats to these habitats and action needed to safeguard their survival.

· Recycling, Energy Use and Pollution – Impact of litter on wildlife and people, why and what we should recycle and what happens to the environment when we use energy.

· The Vikings – January to March only – Introduction to Vikings, their time on Lough Neagh and a practical workshop for children to get into the character of the Vikings.

· Canals – this talk is only available at Moneypenny’s Lockhouse – The abandonment and subsequent restoration and reopening of the canal’s and their potential for leisure activities, rural and urban regeneration and as a habitat for wild plant biodiversity. (Remove and change to) - The history of canal’s in Northern Ireland, the importance of their closure, the habitat they provide for wildlife and their potential for the leisure industry.






