OUTREACH S
PROGRAMME
From October to March staﬀ are
available to visit schools and deliver
outreach programmes on a range of
topics. These are most suited to
children of primary school age but
can be adapted where necessary to
suit other groups.

Garden birds – This programme looks at
the variety of birds which come to our
gardens and school grounds. It covers
the topics of adaptation, classiﬁcation
and migration. Children will learn of
the threats faced by our garden birds
and ways in which they can be helped.
This programme includes some practical
activities aimed at helping birds in the
school grounds.

Minibeasts – This programme looks

into the range of minibeasts that share
our world with us. It explores some
of our local habitats and the creatures
found within them, looking at their
characteristics and the beneﬁt they bring
to our lives. Practical activities focus
on improving the school grounds for
invertebrate and insect life.

Wildlife, habitats and biodiversity –

This programme looks at some of our local
habitats, the plants and animals found
in our immediate surroundings, and the
interdependence between them. It looks
at the threats faced by our local wildlife
and ways in which people can play a role
in protecting wildlife and resources of
the area. This topic is most suited to
Key stage 2 children and is also useful to
groups setting out to develop biodiversity
projects in their school grounds.

Water -This topic explores how
important water is in our everyday lives
and the water resources available to
us in Northern Ireland. It looks at the
range of plants and animals fresh water
supports with emphasis on the Lough
Neagh ecosystem. The way we use water
resources and the threats placed on our
rivers and lakes will also be examined.
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Energy, pollution and recycling –

This programme looks at the way we
use energy in our lives, where it comes
from and the resources needed to fuel
our lifestyles. It tackles the problem of
packaging in our modern world looking at
recycling and ways to reduce our energy
and resource usage.

Growing your school grounds –

This programme is designed to help
schools make the most of their grounds
and is a longer term programme with a
series of monthly visits to the school.
Staﬀ from the Lough Neagh Discovery
Centre can help staﬀ and pupils to develop
the following projects.
Minibeasts hotels
Willow domes
Compost heaps
Habitat creation
Setting up of raised beds and the
growing of vegetables, ﬂowers and herbs.
Many of the projects will help schools
achieve their Green Flag as part of the
Eco Schools programme.

The Vikings (January to March only)

This topic is a great introduction to life
in Viking times. It follows the journey
the Vikings took to Ireland, their life
style, customs and beliefs. It explores
the eﬀect they had on life in Ireland and
around Lough Neagh following their arrival
in the 9th Century. It includes a practical
workshop, where the children can see
some Viking artifacts and gives them the
opportunity to dress as Viking warriors.

If you would like to discuss any
of these programmes in more
detail or to make a booking,
please contact a member of the
Interpretive Team on

028 3831 1671 or 028 3831 1673
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Educational and Interpretiv
Services at Oxford Island .
The Education Team at the Lough Neagh Discovery Centre oﬀer
a comprehensive programme of activities for schools studying
aspects of the natural environment and the habitats of the
surrounding area.
Programmes run throughout the year but some topics are best suited to
particular months/seasons when certain plants and animals can be seen.
In addition to this, the outreach programmes cover a range of subjects
which can be delivered in the classroom. These programmes run from
October to March and are an excellent alternative to school trips during
the winter months.

PRIMARY
SCHOOL
S
PROGRAMME
Woodland habitats
(Available throughout the year with plenty
to see and do in every season)

Educational programmes are available to school groups of all ages
and abilities, ranging from nursery and primary schools through to
secondary schools, colleges of further education and university students.
Programmes can be tailored to suit the needs of your group, and staﬀ are
always happy to discuss the details of your visit to enable you to make the
most of your day.

This topic looks at the importance
of trees in our environment and how
they beneﬁt our lives. We will explore
the woodland habitat looking at the
relationship between the plants and
animals, food chains and native and
non-native species. The children can
undertake some basic tree identiﬁcation
and measuring techniques. Woodland
games, crafts and sensory activities are
included where appropriate. Every season
brings diﬀerent things to see, do and
discuss in the woodland environment.

Most visits begin with a short power-point presentation, introducing the
group to the area and outlining the topics that will be covered.

The woodland study links well with the
topics of minibeasts and birds.

Visits to Oxford Island

Minibeasts
(Available from March through to the end
of October)
This topic explores the world of our
smaller creatures. Children will have
the opportunity to identify, classify and
record the minibeasts found in both the
woodland and fresh water habitats and to
examine predator/prey relationships, food
chains, and life cycles.
There may be opportunities to look at
some of the butterﬂy species found in
the area during May and June. This is
weather dependent.

Birds
(Available throughout the year)
This topic looks at the birdlife of Lough
Neagh and the Nature Reserve of Oxford
Island. Using binoculars the children
can identify and observe birds in their
natural habitat whilst learning about
seasonal changes, migration, feeding and
adaptation.

Habitats at Oxford Island
Freshwater life
(Best studied between March and
September)
This topic looks at the importance of
freshwater to plants, animals and people.
The children will have the opportunity
to explore the invertebrate life of the
ponds and the birdlife associated with
Lough Neagh. Life cycles, adaptation, food
chains and pollution will be covered using
examples from the local environment.
A study of freshwater life involves a pond
dipping session in one of our wildlife
ponds.

(This activity is best studied between
April and June)
This programme explores the woodlands,
grasslands and freshwater habitats found
at Oxford Island NNR. It looks at the
plants and animals found in each, the
threats they face and ways in which they
can be protected in the future. Activities
will include elements from the woodland
and fresh water topics with additional
activities in the meadows if the weather
allows.
Nature awareness games are very popular
with younger children. The games are fun
and educational, reinforcing some of the
topics covered during the visit.

PRE SCHOOL
TEDDY TRAILS
PROGRAMME
Especially for the under 5’s.
A programme dedicated to encouraging
the under
age group to learn and
appreciate the world around them in the

SECONDARY
SCHOOL
S
PROGRAMME
Habitats of Oxford Island and the
ecosystem of Lough Neagh (Key Stage 3)
This programme looks at the ecosystem of
Lough Neagh examining the relationships
between the plants, animals and people
who depend on the resources of the area.
Pupils will have the opportunity to study
the woodland and freshwater habitats
in more detail using various sampling
techniques. These include pitfall traps,
sweep nets, pooters and pond dipping
nets.

beautiful surroundings of Oxford Island.
Activities can include woodland discovery
walks, minibeast hunts, butterﬂy spotting,
bird watching and arts and crafts.

Sampling techniques
(GCSE and A’ Level)
This programme involves a detailed look at
the habitats and environment of Oxford
Island and Lough Neagh. It explores the
communities of plants and animals in each
and the impact of human activities upon
them. Vegetation surveys allow the pupils
to look at succession and changes in plant
communities using transect lines, quadrats
and other sampling techniques. The
use of additional methods of recording
and measuring biodiversity can be
demonstrated in appropriate environments
through the use of pooters, sweep-nets
and pitfall traps.
These topics are best studied in the
summer term or early September.

