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OXFORD ISLAND AND
LOUGH NEAGH DISCOVERY CENTRE
Oxford Island is located on the shores of Lough Neagh; take the
Lurgan exit, Junction 10, off the M1. Owned and managed by
Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough Council, the area is a
designated Nature Reserve due to its wide variety of habitats such as
reed beds, open water, wildlife ponds and wildflower meadows. This
tranquil location is ideal for a stroll or simply to relax and enjoy the
stunning views of the Lough and the biodiversity it offers.
Opened in 1993 the Lough Neagh Discovery Centre is the perfect
starting point for any visit to Oxford Island or Lough Neagh. The
centre offers:
• The Loughside Café – home cooking and wonderful views
of the Lough
• A Tourist Information Centre
• An excellent gift and craft shop
• Staff with expert knowledge on the reserve’s and Lough’s wildlife to
help make the most of your visit.
• Meeting rooms ideal for courses and conferences.
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Guided Visits:
The Centre’s Conservation Service offers a comprehensive
environmental education programme. The education programme
caters for students from primary to university level and covers issues
relating to the environment of Lough Neagh and Oxford Island. It also
caters for non school groups, groups with special needs and adult
groups. All educational activities are facilitated by our knowledgeable
and enthusiastic Interpretive Team with the aim of raising awareness
and enjoyment of the local countryside and wildlife.
Our Activities Include:
• A full range of curriculum based educational activities
• Group visits for walks, talks and other activities by prior
arrangement
• A wide ranging outreach programme to local schools and group
over the winter months to supplement visits to Oxford Island
For further information contact
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205
or e-mail andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk,
visit www.oxfordisland.com
or follow us on facebook www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
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CONSERVATION SERVICE
VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES
The Conservation Service at Oxford Island also provides a variety
of opportunities for prospective volunteers to get hands on and
involved in practical conservation work. Some of the projects that
volunteers have been involved with recently include surveying for
Barn Owls, carrying out bat, bird and butterfly surveys, setting up and
monitoring Tree Sparrow nest boxes, helping to remove Himalayan
Balsam and invasive scrub from the reserve and creating wildflower
meadows at Oxford Island and other sites.
Volunteering can provide you with the opportunity to learn new skills,
meet new people and have some fun while carrying out work which
helps greatly to protect and improve your local environment.
If you are interested in finding out more about
volunteering opportunities please contact the Conservation
Projects Team on 028 3831 1674 or e-mail
hugh.thompson@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk

Events and activities which are marked with this
symbol focus on helping our important pollinators
such as bees, hoverflies, moths and butterflies.

Bee-licious is supported by the National Lottery, through the Heritage Lottery Fund,
‘Our Heritage Programme’ and is partnership of 8 Councils across Northern Ireland,
led by Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council.
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Due to popular demand we are offering another series of
walks with history expert Pascal Downing and one of our
wildlife experts from Oxford Island.
Sunday 19th March 2.30pm – 4pm

Bricius Feast at Whytes Plantation
The 3rd in our series of walks takes in the historic Whyte estate, the
walk offers an interesting and diverse mix of woodland, open farm
and parkland with two historic monuments, and traces of the estate’s
use as an army base during World War II.
Meet at Whyte’s planting car park at 2.30pm
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Sunday 2nd April 2.30pm – 4pm

Skimming the Blackwater
Join us as we take a stroll around the grounds of this beautiful
National Trust property. The walk will include information on the flora
and fauna found in the woodlands. You will also visit the banks of the
Blackwater River, where you may even spot an elusive Kingfisher if
you’re lucky.
Meet at Bond’s Bridge car park at 2.30pm

Sunday 16th April 2.30pm – 4pm

“The Belfast Bog” Bog Meadows walk
Join our experts as we take a walk around the Ulster Wildlife’s nature
reserve. The walk will include information on the bog flora and fauna
and a brief history on the formation of the bog.
Meet at the Bog Meadows car park at 2.30pm

The cost for each of the above walks is £4 per person or £2 for over 60’s
Pre Booking is essential - Online bookings can be made at
www.oxfordisland.com/bookings or contact
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205,
e-mail andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk or follow
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
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Saturday 11th March: 10.00am – 3.00pm

DIVISION IN THE PERENNIAL PARTY
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre, Oxford Island
With spring fast approaching now is the time to divide perennial
plants to make more room in flowerbeds and rejuvenate plants. After
working on the flowerbeds at the back of the Discovery Centre we
will have many plants needing new homes.
Come along and choose a few of our pollinator friendly plants
and help the wildlife in your garden. The plants growing in our
flowerbeds have all been selected because of their attractiveness to
pollinating insects such as bees, hoverflies and butterflies. They are
hardy perennials and can be planted directly outside. There will also
be a simple craft activity available for children
This is a free event and no prior booking is required- just drop in
and enjoy the day.
For further information contact
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205 or
e-mail andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk.
Alternatively visit www.oxfordisland.com or follow us on facebook www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
CONSERVATION SERVICE EVENTS: MARCH – OCTOBER 2017
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Sunday 12th March 10am – 2pm

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE

(delivered by local photographer Danny Gibson)
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre, Oxford Island
Due to popular demand, we are offering two extra 1 day photography
courses run by local semi-professional wildlife photographer
Danny Gibson.
The first of these will be held on Sunday 12th March and will involve
photographing the birds of Lough Neagh both on the water and
around the islands from the Master McGrath boat. There will be
time to stop, enjoy and capture images of the Grey Herons nesting
on the islands and catch the famous mating dance of the
Great Crested Grebes.
Cost £50 for the 1 day course which includes the boat trip and
tea/coffee and scones. This visit will be limited to a group of
8 persons only.
Pre Booking is essential - Online bookings can be made at
www.oxfordisland.com/bookings or contact
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205,
e-mail andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk or follow
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve

10

CONSERVATION SERVICE EVENTS: MARCH – OCTOBER 2016

Wednesday 29th March: 10am-2pm

ECO SCHOOLS CELEBRATION DAY
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre, Oxford Island
Come along to the Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on Wednesday
29th March and help us celebrate the wonderful work that local
schools and young people have been involved in as part of their
Eco-School awards.

PROGRAMME FOR THE DAY
Throughout the course of the event we hope that you will take the
opportunity to drop into the Centre and come into contact with
these inspiring young people and their work. There will be displays
and resources from a range of support organisations and exciting
workshops for pupils and teachers to take part in.
For further information contact
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3831 1673 or
e-mail andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk, or follow
us on facebook - www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
CONSERVATION SERVICE EVENTS: MARCH – OCTOBER 2016
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Saturday 1st April

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE

(delivered by local photographer Danny Gibson)
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre, Oxford Island
The second of our special one off photography courses will be held
on Saturday 1st April and will focus on photographing the elusive
Jays. Jays are an exotically coloured member of the crow family.
They are a shy bird especially during nesting season and like to
stay mostly in the woodlands. We will be using other equipment to
capture images of these birds such as transportable bird hides
and trail cameras.
Cost £35 – for the 1 day course which includes tea/coffee and scones
and a lunch of soup and sandwiches.
Pre Booking is essential - Online bookings can be made at www.
oxfordisland.com/bookings or contact
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205,
e-mail andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk or follow
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
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Friday 14th – Monday 17th April

OXFORD ISLAND EASTER TRAIL
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
Come and take part in our self-guided Easter Trail at Oxford Island.
Collect a trail from the reception of the Discovery Centre and follow
the clues around the reserve. Complete all the questions correctly
and then collect your Easter treat.
This is a drop in event – no booking is necessary.
Trails will take approximately 1 hour and cost £1.00 per sheet.
Contact Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205 for
further details, visit www.oxfordisland.com or follow us on
facebook - www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve

CONSERVATION SERVICE EVENTS: MARCH – OCTOBER 2016
2017

13

Wednesday 19th and
Thursday 20th April: 10am – 1pm

ARCHAEOLOGY FOR CHILDREN
PROGRAMME
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
The ‘Archaeology for Children Programme’ will educate children
(8 to 11 year olds) in some of the techniques that Archaeologists use
to discover the past.
Day 1 will focus on fossils, dinosaurs and early man.
Day 2 will look at Vikings, Christians and World Wars
As children will be working with plaster and mud, old clothes and
sturdy footwear should be worn
£5 per child per day. Places are limited and pre Booking is essential
- Online bookings can be made at www.oxfordisland.com/bookings
or contact Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205, e-mail
andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk or follow us on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve

14

CONSERVATION SERVICE EVENTS: MARCH – OCTOBER 2017

Saturday 6th May

DAWN CHORUS
Oxford Island
Does the early bird catch the worm? Your chance to do a spot of bird
watching at the break of dawn, followed by a hearty breakfast in the
Loughside Cafe. Meet at Lough Neagh Discovery Centre at 6.00 am.
£8.00 per adults, £5.00 per child under 16
Pre Booking is essential - Online bookings can be made at
www.oxfordisland.com/bookings or contact Lough Neagh
Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205, e-mail andrew.griggs@
armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk or follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
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Saturday 17th June 11am – 4pm

BEE CURIOUS
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
Enter the world of pollinators and find out more about the amazing
creatures that are so valuable in our world and contribute so much to
our food supply. Thanks to the work of our pollinating insects we can
enjoy a wide and varied diet which includes plants, fruit, vegetable
and berries from all over the world.
Without them we wouldn’t even have chocolate or coffee! Despite
the importance of pollinators, all too often they are taken for granted
and with an ever increasing global population their importance in
world food supply is under-estimated.
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The Bee Curious event on 17th June at the Lough Neagh Discovery
Centre aims to celebrate the value of these creatures and their
significance to local food producers. As well as selling local
produce there will be cookery demonstrations using local foods
pollinated by insects.
There will be a range of stalls which will provide locally produced
foods including honey and preserves, cosmetics derived from natural
ingredients and bee keeping equipment. There will be lots of people
from a range of conservation organisations on hand to provide
advice and information on ways to help our pollinators and plants on
sale to help visitors to bring pollinators into their gardens.
Talks and short walks of Oxford Island will highlight some of the
features that can be included in gardens looking at useful plants and
simple features to benefit the insects, bees and wildlife in general.
The event will take place at Oxford Island National Nature Reserve on
Saturday 17th June and aims to attract a wide audience of all ages
including families. In addition to the stalls and local producers there
will be ongoing activities and demonstrations to suit all ages.
For further information contact
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205 or
e-mail andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk,
visit www.oxfordisland.com or follow us on facebook www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
CONSERVATION SERVICE EVENTS: MARCH – OCTOBER 2016
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Saturday 25th June: 10.00 am – 12 noon

MARVELLOUS MOTHS
Oxford Island
Come along and discover these wonderful creatures. Examine the
contents of a moth trap left out overnight to capture these nocturnal
creatures. We are sure to be treated to a great diversity of colourful
and fascinating creatures.
£5.00 for adults, £2.50 for children.
Pre Booking is essential - Online bookings can be made
at www.oxfordisland.com/bookings or contact
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205,
e-mail andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk or follow
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
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Monday 3rd – Friday 7th July: 11am – 1pm

TEDDY TRAILS
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
Come and play at Lough Neagh – especially for the under 5’s.
A week dedicated to encouraging young ones to learn and
appreciate the world around them in the beautiful surroundings
of Oxford Island. Activities will include woodland walks, minibeast
hunts, bird watching and arts and crafts. Who knows, if you are lucky
enough you may even meet a Gruffalo on your walk!
Cost £3.00 per child
Pre Booking is essential - Online bookings can be made at
www.oxfordisland.com/bookings or follow
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205 e-mail
andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk or follow us on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
THIS PROGRAMME IS OPEN TO GENERAL PUBLIC AS WELL AS GROUPS.
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Throughout July & August

‘THE LIVING LOUGH EXHIBITION’ –
CELEBRATING BIODIVERSITY
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
Lough Neagh is the largest lake on the Island of Ireland and the
whole of the British Isles and boasts a wealth of species and
habitats. Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council’s
Conservation Service has produced an informative and interactive
exhibition exploring the history of the Lough and how it continues
to play an important role in our everyday lives. The Lough is
internationally renowned for its natural habitats and this exhibition
will give you the opportunity to explore its wide ranging biodiversity
from the microscopic life in the Lough to the plants and animals
found on the Lough Shore. Discover too the abundant bird life on the
Lough which increases with both summer and winter migrants.
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For those interested in the human history of the area both fact and
fiction you can journey through the living history of the Lough from
the Vikings to the many myths and legends.
The exhibition runs throughout July and August daily from
10.00am – 5.00pm.
For further information contact
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205 or
e-mail andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk, visit
www.oxfordisland.com or follow us on facebook www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve

CONSERVATION SERVICE EVENTS: MARCH – OCTOBER 2017
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Saturday 22nd & Sunday 23rd July: 10am – 4pm

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE

(delivered by local photographer Danny Gibson)
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
This is the fourth in a series of five courses that will be taking place
throughout 2017. This session will concentrate on macro photography.
Day 1 will be a mixture of indoor and outdoor work and will include
macro equipment, macro techniques, lighting and macro subjects.
Day 2 will be spent outdoors on the nature reserve photographing
minibeasts and flowers.
This course is open to all levels of expertise. Numbers are limited so
please book early to avoid disappointment. Outdoor clothing and own
photographic equipment is required.
Cost: £75.00 for the 2 day course (morning break and lunch provided.)
Pre Booking is essential - Online bookings can be
made at www.oxfordisland.com/bookings or contact
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205, e-mail
andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk or follow us on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
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Monday 31st July– Friday 4th August

TEDDY TRAILS
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
Come and play at Lough Neagh – especially for the under 5’s.
A week dedicated to encouraging young ones to learn and
appreciate the world around them in the beautiful surroundings of
Oxford Island. Activities will include woodland walks, minibeast hunts,
bird watching and arts and crafts. Who knows, if you are lucky enough
you may even meet a Gruffalo on your walk!
Cost £3.00 per child
Pre Booking is essential - Online bookings can be made at
www.oxfordisland.com/bookings or follow
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205 e-mail
andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk or follow us on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
THIS PROGRAMME IS OPEN TO GENERAL PUBLIC AS WELL AS GROUPS.
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Monday 14th – Friday 18th August: 1.00pm – 3.30pm

CHILDREN’S WILD ADVENTURE CLUB
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
The ever popular wildlife club returns this year bigger and better.
Have fun and learn lots of new wildlife skills at Oxford Island. Each
day of the week, will involve a new adventure, including exploring
woods and mini-beasts, exploring the pond creatures and studying
the birdlife at Oxford Island. A certificate will be issued on completion
of all 5 activities. Suitable for children aged 5 years and over.
£5 per child per day or £20.00 for the week (if paid on the Monday).
Parental Supervision Required for Under 8’s.
Pre Booking is essential - Online bookings can be made at
www.oxfordisland.com/bookings or contact Lough Neagh
Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205, e-mail andrew.griggs@
armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk or follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
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Sunday 17th September – 1pm – 4pm

BRANCHING OUT!
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
Join the Conservation Team as we celebrate the magic of trees
during this drop in event. Through a range of hands on and engaging
activities, children will be able to learn more about our native tree
species. Activities will include tree identification, seed collecting and
planting, bark rubbings, helicopter making and leaf art
This is a free event and no prior booking is required - just drop in and
enjoy the activities.
For further information contact
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205 or
e-mail andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk.
Alternatively visit www.oxfordisland.com or follow us on facebook www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
CONSERVATION SERVICE EVENTS: MARCH – OCTOBER 2017
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Saturday 30th September 11am – 2pm

OXFORD ISLAND FUNGAL FORAY
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre.
If you are fascinated by fungi, then why not join the Northern Ireland
Fungus Group at the Lough Neagh Discovery Centre for this special
fungal foray ahead of the National Fungus Day in October.
Debbie Nelson, chair of the NI Fungus Group, will lead a walk around
Oxford Island Nature Reserve to find out the different species of fungi
that are present on-site.
All ages are welcome to this free event but children need to be
accompanied Outdoor clothing and sturdy footwear are advised as
we will be walking off road.
This is a free event and no prior booking is required - just drop in
and enjoy the day.
For further information contact
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205 or
e-mail andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk.
Alternatively visit www.oxfordisland.com or follow us on facebook www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
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Saturday 21st & Sunday 22rd October: 10am – 4pm

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE

(delivered by local photographer Danny Gibson)
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
Award-winning wildlife photographer Danny Gibson returns with his
last wildlife photography course of 2017. This course will concentrate
on photographing the autumn colours, landscapes, and fungi, using
wide angle and close up techniques. Details will cover the use of
filters, flash and lenses. There will be an indoor session followed by a
practical outdoor session on the nature reserve.
Enjoy a fantastic weekend at the Lough Neagh Discovery Centre and
benefit from Danny’s extensive experience and excellent practical
advice on how to frame the perfect shot get the most from your camera.
This course is open to all levels of expertise. Numbers are limited so
please book early to avoid disappointment. Outdoor clothing and
own photographic equipment is required.
Cost: £75.00 for the 2 day course (morning break and lunch provided).
Pre Booking is essential - Online bookings can be
made at www.oxfordisland.com/bookings or contact
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205,
e-mail andrew.griggs@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk or follow
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
CONSERVATION SERVICE EVENTS: MARCH – OCTOBER 2016
2017
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Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
Oxford Island
Craigavon
BT66 6NJ
Tel: 028 3832 2205
Web: www.oxfordisland.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve

