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OXFORD ISLAND AND 
LOUGH NEAGH DISCOVERY CENTRE

Oxford Island is located on the southern shores of Lough Neagh.  
Owned and managed by Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon 
Borough Council, the area is a designated Nature Reserve due to its 
wide variety of habitats which include reed beds, open water, wildlife 
ponds and wildflower meadows and woodland. This tranquil location 
is ideal for a stroll or simply to relax and enjoy the stunning views of 
the Lough and the biodiversity it offers.

The Lough Neagh Discovery Centre is the perfect starting point for 
any visit to Oxford Island or Lough Neagh  The centre offers:

• The Loughside Café – home cooking and wonderful views of 
the Lough

• Tourist Information Centre

• An excellent gift and craft shop

• Meeting rooms ideal for courses and conferences.

• Staff with expert knowledge on the wildlife of Lough Neagh and 
the local area to help you make the most of your visit.

• An exciting programme of events and activities run throughout 
the year.

Green Flag Award

We are delighted to announce that in October, Oxford Island 
was awarded its first Green Flag. The Green Flag Award® scheme 
recognises and rewards well managed parks and green spaces, 
setting the benchmark standard for the management  
of recreational outdoor spaces across the United  
Kingdom and around the world.
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Sunday Guided Walks  Adults £4 00/Concession and students £2 00

Following on from last year’s successful series of walks, we are 
offering another series of walks and talks between February 
and April 2019.

Each of the walks will involve a leisurely 2-3 mile stroll, including stops 
to take in the scenery and talk about the local and natural history.  
Booking is required for all the walks.

Sunday 24th February 
Portadown to Moneypenny’s Lockhouse 3pm - 4 30pm

A walk along the River Bann and the Newry Canal to Moneypenny’s 
Lockhouse to learn about the history and wildlife of this once 
important commercial waterway. Meet at the Meadows car  
park, Portadown

Sunday 3rd March Derryadd Lough & Peatlands Park 3pm - 4 30pm

A walk around Derryadd Lough and Peatlands Park taking in the rich 
biodiversity of the area, its history and wildlife.

Meet at Derryadd Lough (Directions available at time of booking)

Sunday 24th March Sandy Bay 3pm - 4 30pm

A walk along part of the shoreline of Lough Neagh where sand 
dredging and fishing have been important industries for many 
generations.  (Directions available at time of booking)

Sunday 7th April Oxford Island to Tannaghmore Gardens  
3pm - 4 30pm

Take a stroll from Oxford Island NNR to Tannaghmore Gardens taking 
in a variety of habitats and the wildlife associated with each in the 
springtime. Park at the Artspace Car Park.

Booking required for all of the walks: 028 3832 2205   
Strong footwear and outdoor clothing is highly recommended 

 

FEBRUARY
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Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th March 10am – 3pm

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE 
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre, Oxford Island

The second of this year’s wildlife photography courses run by Danny 
Gibson will take place on the weekend of 23rd and 24th March. This 
course will involve photographing the birds of Lough Neagh both 
on the water and around the shore. There will be time to enjoy the 
wildlife and watch the courtship dance of the Great Crested Grebes. 
Weather permitting a boat trip will take place on the  Saturday 
morning. Outdoor clothing and your own photographic  
equipment required.

Cost: £75.00 for the 2 day course, includes morning break and lunch 
(main course and tea/coffee).

Booking essential –  Contact Lough Neagh  
Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205 

Friday 19th April – Tuesday 23rd April

OXFORD ISLAND EASTER TRAIL
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre

Come and take part in our self-guided Easter Trail at Oxford Island. 
Collect a trail from the reception of the Discovery Centre and follow 
the clues around the reserve. Complete all the questions correctly 
and then collect your Easter treat. 

This is a drop in event – no booking is necessary.

Trails will take approximately 1 hour and cost £1.00 per sheet.

Contact Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205 
for further details  

MARCH

APRIL
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Saturday 4th May 6am - 8am

DAWN CHORUS
Oxford Island

Enjoy the early morning bird song as many of our summer visitors 
make their return journey to Ireland.  A walk around the woodland 
and lough shore will give you a chance to hear the song of Willow 
Warblers, Chiffchaff and Reed Bunting, to name but a few.  Finish with 
a hearty breakfast in the Loughside Cafe. 

Meet at Lough Neagh Discovery Centre at 6 00 am   

£8.00 per adult, £5.00 per child under 16.

Booking essential - contact Lough Neagh Discovery Centre 
on 028 3832 2205 

Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th April 10am – 1pm

ARCHAEOLOGY FOR CHILDREN
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre

This event will give children (8 to 11 year olds) the opportunity to look 
into some of the techniques that Archaeologists use to discover the 
way people lived in the past.

Day 1 will focus on fossils and Stone Age man.

Day 2 will focus on the Egyptians.

Please wear old clothes and sturdy footwear as we will be working 
with plaster and mud. Some activities will take place outside.

Places are limited - Booking essential. 
Cost: £10.00 for the two days.

Contact Lough Neagh Discovery Centre  
on 028 3832 2205 
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Saturday 18th May 11am – 4pm

BEE CURIOUS Lough Neagh Discovery Centre

Enter the world of pollinators and find out more about the amazing 
creatures that are so valuable in our world and contribute so much 
to our food supply.  Thanks to the work of our bees and other 
pollinating insects we can enjoy a varied diet which includes plants, 
fruit, vegetables and berries from all over the world.  Without our 
bees we wouldn’t even have chocolate or coffee!  

The Bee Curious event on Saturday 18th May at the Lough Neagh 
Discovery Centre aims to celebrate the value of these little creatures 
and their significance to local food producers.  

There will be a range of stalls with locally produced foods including 
honey and preserves, cosmetics derived from natural ingredients, 
bee keeping equipment and plants.

Nature Conservation organisations will highlight some of the features 
that can be included in gardens looking at useful plants and simple 
features to benefit the insects, bees and wildlife in general.

There will be demonstrations and activities to suit families and visitors 
of all ages.

For further information contact Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 
028 3832 2205  

Saturday 22nd June 10am – 12noon         

MARVELLOUS MOTHS 
AND GLORIOUS GREBES
Oxford Island

Enjoy a leisurely stroll through the nature reserve at the height of 
summer and observe the Great Crested Grebes and their young from 
Kinnego Hide.  Discover some of the wonderful nocturnal insects that 
inhabit the reserve as we open the moth traps which have been set 
the previous night.  We always look forward to finding a diverse range 
of these colourful and fascinating insects. This informal  
walk is suitable for adults and children over the  
age of 7 years.

£5.00 for adults, £3.00 for children. 

Booking essential – Contact Lough Neagh  
Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205 

MAY

JUNE
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JULY & AUGUST     

THE LIVING LOUGH EXHIBITION 

Lough Neagh Discovery Centre  

Lough Neagh is the largest lake on the Island of Ireland and the 
whole of the British Isles and boasting a wealth of species and 
habitats. Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council’s 
Conservation Service has produced an informative and interactive 
exhibition exploring the history of the Lough, its natural habitats and 
how it continues to play an important role in our everyday lives. The 
Lough is internationally renowned for its wildlife and this exhibition 
will give you the opportunity to explore its biodiversity from the 
aquatic invertebrates of the Lough to the plants and animals found 
on the Lough Shore.  Learn about the abundant bird life of the Lough 
and seasonal variations as migrant birds arrive and leave.

You can journey through time as we uncover the history of the Lough 
from earliest times through to modern life. 

The exhibition runs throughout July and August daily from  
10.00am – 5.00pm.

Check our Facebook pages for details of activity days which will focus 
on aspects of the Lough and its wildlife.

For further information contact Lough Neagh Discovery Centre 
on 028 3832 2205 

Monday 1st – Friday 5th July 11am – 1pm

TEDDY TRAILS
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre

Come and play at Lough Neagh – especially for the under 5’s.

A week dedicated to encouraging young ones to learn and 
appreciate the world around them in the beautiful surroundings of 
Oxford Island. Activities will include woodland walks, minibeast hunts, 
bird watching and arts and crafts. Who knows, if you are lucky enough 
you may even meet a Gruffalo on your walk!

Cost £3.00 per child.

Booking essential – Contact Lough Neagh Discovery Centre 
on 028 3832 2205

This programme is open to the general public as well as groups.

JULY & AUG
JULY
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Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th July 10am – 4pm 

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE 
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre

This is the third in a series of four courses that will be taking  
place throughout 2019. This session will concentrate on  
macro photography. 

Day 1 will be a mixture of indoor and outdoor work and will include 
equipment, macro techniques, lighting and choosing macro subjects. 

Day 2 will be spent outdoors on the nature reserve photographing 
invertebrates and flowers.

This course is open to all levels of expertise. Numbers are limited so 
please book early to avoid disappointment. Outdoor clothing and 
your own photographic equipment will be required.

Cost: £75.00 for the 2 day course (morning break and lunch 
provided.)

Booking essential – Contact Lough Neagh Discovery Centre 
on 028 3832 2205  

Monday 5th to Wednesday 7th August 11am - 3 00pm

MINECRAFT ADVENTURE DAYS
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre

Join the Conservation Service as we present an exciting new way for 
young people to enjoy Minecraft. We will be using the outdoors at 
Oxford Island to get creative and carry out a range of activities, which 
are sure to get children away from the ‘screen’ and out in the ‘green’.

Activities will include creating your own unique avatar, designing 
your own spawn eggs, den building, T-shirt painting, treasure trail and 
much more!

Cost £25.00 per child for the 3 days.

Booking essential: Contact Lough Neagh Discovery Centre 
on 028 3832 2205 

JULY AUGUST
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Sunday 15th September 11am – 3pm

BRANCHING OUT!
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre

Join the Conservation Team as we celebrate the magic of trees during 
this drop in event.  Children will be able to learn more about our 
native tree species and woodland wildlife through a range of hands 
on activities.  These will include tree identification, seed collecting 
and planting, bark rubbings and leaf art.

This is a free event and no prior booking is required - just drop in and 
enjoy the activities.

We strongly advise that you phone on the morning of the event 
as occasionally events and activities need to be cancelled at short 
notice due to adverse weather conditions 

For further information, contact Lough Neagh Discovery Centre 
on 028 3832 2205   

Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th September 10am – 4pm

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE   
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre

Award-winning wildlife photographer Danny Gibson returns for the 
last wildlife photography course of 2019. This course will concentrate 
on photographing autumn colours, landscapes, and fungi, making 
use of wide angle and close up techniques. Details will cover the use 
of filters, flash and lenses. There will be an indoor session followed by 
a practical outdoor session on the nature reserve.

Enjoy a fantastic weekend at the Lough Neagh Discovery Centre and 
benefit from Danny’s extensive experience and excellent practical 
advice on how to frame the perfect shot to get the most from your 
camera.

This course is open to all levels of expertise. Numbers are limited so 
please book early to avoid disappointment. Outdoor clothing and 
your own photographic equipment will be required.

Cost: £75.00 for the 2 day course (morning break and lunch 
provided). 

Booking essential - contact Lough Neagh Discovery Centre 
on 028 3832 2205 

SEPTEMBER

SEPTEMBER



Sunday 13th October 1pm - 3 30pm

MUSHROOMS AND FUNGI
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre

If you are fascinated by fungi, then join the Northern Ireland Fungus 
Group for an informative walk at Oxford Island.  With experts on 
hand, you can learn how to identify some of the fungi found on the 
reserve in autumn.  

UK Fungus Day takes place in October each year and is recognised 
across the United Kingdom and Ireland. This event is a great 
opportunity for the public to get involved and to learn about the 
wonders of the fungal kingdom, and their importance to the success 
of our plant and animal life.

The walk will be led by Debbie Nelson, Chair of Northern 
Ireland Fungus Group. Outdoor clothing and strong footwear is 
recommended.  This event is open to all but we do ask that children 
are accompanied by an adult.

This is a free event and no prior booking is required.

We strongly advise that you phone on the morning of the event 
as occasionally events and activities need to be cancelled at short 
notice due to adverse weather conditions 

For further information contact the Lough Neagh Discovery Centre 
on 028 3832 2205 

Saturday 26th October to Friday 1st November

HALLOWEEN TRAIL
A Halloween Trail with a Mission

Our friend the ‘Waste Free Wizard’ needs your help to keep the 
Garbage Ghouls away from his Halloween party.  Follow the spooky 
clues to reveal some top tips for creating a waste free Halloween for 
everyone.  Reduce the scary mountain of plastic and litter and have a 
Halloween where all the tricks and treats are kind to the environment 
and all the wildlife.  Each completed trail will receive a small prize.

Collect your trail form reception at  
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre 

Cost: £1 00 per trail

Contact Lough Neagh Discovery  
Centre for further details on 028 3832 2205 
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CONSERVATION SERVICE 
VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES
The Conservation Service at Oxford Island also provides a variety of 
opportunities for prospective volunteers to get involved in practical 
conservation work. Recent projects have included, surveying Barn 
Owl and bat populations, bird and butterfly surveys, setting up and 
monitoring Tree Sparrow nest boxes, invasive species removal and 
the creation of wildflower meadows.

Volunteering can provide opportunities to learn new skills, meet 
new people and have some fun while carrying out work which helps 
greatly to protect and improve the local environment.

If you are interested in finding out more about volunteering 
opportunities please contact the Conservation Projects Team 
on 028 3831 1674 or e-mail  
hugh thompson@armaghbanbridgecraigavon gov uk 

THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE
To ensure that you and other visitors have an enjoyable day at Oxford 
Island, please follow the Countryside Code.

Keep to the paths.

Leave no litter.

Keep dogs on a lead.

Protect wildlife, plants  
and trees.

Guard against all risk of fire.

Behave responsibly and 
respect others.

Leave the plants and 
wildflowers for all to enjoy.

GUIDED VISITS
The Centre’s Conservation Service offers a comprehensive 
environmental education programme. The education programme 
caters for students from primary to university level and covers issues 
relating to the environment of Lough Neagh and Oxford Island. It also 
caters for non-school groups, groups with special needs and adult 
groups. All educational activities are delivered by knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic members of the Interpretive Team, with the aim of raising 
awareness and enjoyment of the local countryside and wildlife. 

Our activities include: 

• A wide range of curriculum  
based educational activities.

• Guided walks, talks and other  
activities by prior arrangement.

• An outreach programme  
covering aspects of Biodiversity  
is available to local schools  
from October to March.

For further information contact  
a member of the Interpretive Team based at Lough Neagh  
Discovery Centre on 028 3832 2205    
noreen foster@armaghbanbridgecraigavon gov uk



Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
Oxford Island
Craigavon BT66 6NJ

Tel: 028 3832 2205
Email: oxford island@craigavon gov uk
Web: www oxfordisland com
 www facebook com/oxfordislandnaturereserve


